TYLL    OWLGLASS

to pay fifty pounds, CKvlglass engaging that the next
day the hospital should be free of patients.

Now this is the way he set about the serious task.
He went to the hospital and asked each patient
separately what ailed him or her, after which he said:

"You must now solemnly swear that you will not
reveal to any living being what I am about to tell
you." And having received the required promise, he
continued: "The only way in which I can cure
you is by taking one of your number, and burning
him to powder, give a portion to each of the others.
Therefore, I shall take that one amongst you who
is most seriously affected, in order that the others
may be saved. Now to find out which is most
hopelessly ill, I shall place the master of the hospital *
at the door, who will cry with a loud voice, 'Let
those who are well come out*; and then the one that
remains behind I shall burn to powder. Do not
forget what I now tell you, for I should be sorry to
have you sacrificed."

The following morning he said to the master:

"All the patients are now cured, the truth of
which you will find; for if you stand at the door and
cry out, 'Let all those who are well come forth, * you
shall see that not one will remain behind." It
happened, indeed, as he said, and the hospital was left
empty, whereupon he received the promised fifty
pounds, besides many thanks. After this he received
all who sought relief, whatever their sufferings might
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